[Autonomic cardiovascular regulation and permanent catheterization in normotensive conscious (WKY) and spontaneously hypertensive (SHR) rats].
In cardiovascular research, methods of indwelling catheterism have been frequently described. In the present work, we used normotensive and SHR rats to compare carotid catheterism to left ventricular catheterism, this last method being proposed by some investigators for cardiac index measurement. Our results of plasma catecholamines and autonomous nervous system activity show that ventricular catheterism results in an important disturb in cardiovascular regulation and question its validity to study cardiac function.